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         As a kid, Corbin Keep just wanted to play guitar. Unfortunately for 


         him—but fortunately for anyone with ears—the 44-year-old Bowen 


         Island-based musician was forced to take up the cello in his sixth 


         grade band class. “It was the closest thing to a guitar,” says Keep, 


         who performs under the moniker “The  Wild Cellist.” “Guitar wasn’t 


         an option. You could have a band instrument, or you could have a violin 


         or a cello.”





         What began as a marriage of convenience has transformed into an 


         all-consuming love affair, with Keep pushing boundaries and 


         transforming this thickly traditional instrument into a tool for 


         musical experimentation. “To some extent it’s simply a much more 


         unexplored instrument than, say, guitar,” he says. “If you look at 


         guitar as being one mine shaft and cello as another, really a lot of it 


         has been mined out by guys with guitars.”





         His music is schizophrenic in scope: humour gives way to intense 


         introspection about the nature of our existence before jumping into a 


         tune that drives like a train with a choo-choo beat. It’s often 


         cinematic, and sometimes strange. One of his songs (“Aliens”) 


         blends no less than three musical genres and features a voice 


         reminiscent of Dr. Who’s Daleks, stimulating the unmistakable 


         urge to leap up and dance like a robot, Michael Jackson-style.





         Unlike other experimental cellists, Keep doesn’t rely on any 


         external effects or electronic devices for the strange noises that he 


         coaxes from his instrument. With the exception of his vocal 


         renditions, everything at his solo shows—from the sound of waves 


         crashing on a beach to the seagulls flying overhead—is generated 


         entirely on an acoustic cello.





         “You know when you’re in a kitchen and you’ve got limited 


         ingredients, you’re not able to go to the store to get everything you 


         want . . . the lima beans have to substitute for the fish,” he laughs. 


         “It’s a little bit like that for me. I like keeping the limitation of the 


         acoustic cello.”





         In spite of these limitations, or perhaps because of them, Keep still 


         manages to discover novel approaches to creating new sounds using 


         nothing but a cello and his imagination, and he doesn’t see it 


         stopping any time soon. 





         “The reason I’m so motivated with it is that I keep finding so much 


         more to do with it.”





         —Jason Gondziola





Corbin Will be playing songs from his new CD, Call of the Wild Cello, as well as well-known favourites in many styles (including classical!) on (day), (date), (hour) at (venue) in (town if required). Tickets are $12 advance/$15 door; kids/seniors $8 advance/$10 at the door. They may be purchased at (ticket outlet #1), (ticket outlet address/phone no.) or (ticket outlet #2), (ticket outlet address/phone no.)





For more information: 


corbinkeep@telus.net; www.wildcellist.com. 


  








